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Lt. Col (Ret) Jaime Torres was born in Playa-Ponce, Puerto Rico.  He obtained his high school diploma with honors in 1962 from Colegio Ponceño de Varones in Ponce, Puerto Rico and graduated from the College of Agriculture and Mechanics Arts, University of Puerto Rico, Mayagüez, Puerto Rico in 1966 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Science, majoring in Chemistry.  In 1975 he earned a Master of Arts in Education from Pepperdine University in Malibu, California.  He is also a graduate of Squadron Officer School, Air Command and Staff College, and the Air War College, United States Air Force Education Academies.

After 26 years on active duty, he retired and a year later was employed by Harris-Stowe State University to manage and implement a new US Department of Education program called Educational Talent Search.  Also there, he coordinated the REACH Program with Missouri’s Division of Youth Services and later on was appointed Harris-Stowe first Director of International Programs.  After eight years, he was recruited and appointed by St. Louis Community College as Director of International Education 

As Director of the Office of International Education at St. Louis Community College, he established innovative academic programs; supervised and trained scholars from Haiti, Central America, Azerbaijan, Ukraine, Sweden, Macedonia, and England in special professional educational programs funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), U.S. State Department and the Department of Education. Managed Study Abroad Programs for Greece, France, China, Thailand, England, Turkey, Costa Rica, Spain, Italy, Macedonia and Central America. In 2006, he was one of four selected by the White House as a US-Korean Commission Fulbright scholar the first community college to receive such recognition.

Col. Torres is active in the community and has led or served on many board of directors. Among the board he is serving are the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the Hispanic Leaders Group, the World Affairs Council, the Foreign Relations Council, Sister City, Association of the US Army and the Puerto Rican Society. Awards he has received from his civic endeavors are the prestigious Premio Esperanza and the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Civic Person of the Year.  
His military decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Achievement Medal, and the Humanitarian Service Medal. Unit citations include the AF Medal of Excellence with one Oak Leaf Cluster (OLC) and the AF Outstanding Unit Award.  His foreign campaigns include Republic of Vietnam Cross, Republic of Vietnam Campaign Service Award with one Silver OLC, AF Overseas Long Tour Ribbon with one OLC, AF Overseas Short Tour Ribbon, AF Training Ribbon, and Vietnam Service Medal.

He is married to Raquel, a retired USAF Major, of Caguas, P.R.  They had two daughters:  Erica Juanita (deceased) and Rebecca Luciana, a linguist graduate of Eastern Illinois University now residing with her husband Ryan Tarantino in Hoboken, New Jersey. 
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